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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 6414 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, I A, VN, VS 

SUBJECT: JAPAN, DRV AND PRG 

SUMMARY: ENTRY PERMIT APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED 
FOR TWO DRV AND TWO PRG REPRESENTATIVES TO VISIT JAPAN 
IN EARLY JUNE. WHILE PRESS DESCRIBES ONE OF TWO PRG 
APPLICANTS AS PRG AMBASSADOR TO CHILE, FONOFF STATES THAT 
TWO APPLICANTS CAN BE CONSIDERED " PRIVATE CITIZENS, 
DOMCILED IN HANOI, CARRYING DRV PASSPORTS". GOJ HAS 
APPLICATION UNDER " CAREFUL CONSIDERATION" AND EXPECTS 
DECISION WILL BE MADE NEXT WEEK. END SUMMARY. 

1. MAY 23 AS AHI FRONT- PAGED STORY STATING THAT JCP- 
AFFILIATED JAPAN- VIETNAM FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION AND 
JAPAN COMMITTEE FOR SUPPORTING VIETNAMESE PEOPLE HAVE 
SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS FOR VISIT BY TWO DRV AND TWO PRG 
REPRESENTATIVES. AS AHI STORY STATES THAT ONE OF PRG REPS 
IS PRG AMB TO CHILE, HA THANH LAM. ASAHI PREDICTS THAT GOJ 
WILL DECIDE TO CONSIDER PRG REPS AS / PERSONS CONNECTED 
WITH NORTH" AND WILL ADMIT ALL FOUR. 

2. FONOFF, FIRST SEA DIVISION HAS CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY THAT 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ENTRY PERMITS HAVE BEEN FILED ON BEHALF 
OF FOUR INDIVIDUALS. STATED PURPOSE OF VISIT IS TO PROMOTE 
FRIENDSHIP WITH JAPAN AND TO DISCUSS URGENT QUESTION OF 
RECONSTRUCTION AID TO AREAS " UNDER CONTROL OF DRV AND PRG". 
OFFICIAL GAVE NAMES AND AFFILIATIONS STATED ON APPLICATIONS 
AS FOLLOWS: NGUYEN ZAN, OFFICER. VIETNAM- JAPAN FRIENDSHIP 
ASSOCIATION ( VJFA); BUT VAN THANG, MEMBER VJFA AND INTERPRETER; 
HA THANH LAM, PROFESSOR; HONG HA, PROFESSOR. EMB OFF STATED THAT 
LAM AND HA HAD BEEN DESCRIBED IN PRESS AS BEING FROM PRG AND 
STATED THAT MAN BY NAME OF HA THANH LAM HAD LONG BEEN VC 
DIPLOMAT AND HAD IN LATE 1972 HEADED PRG INFORMATION OFFICE IN 
CHILE, WHICH EMBOFF BELIEVED HAD RECENTLY BEEN TRANSFORMED 
INTO PRG EMBASSY. OFFICIAL SAID THAT MINISTRY OF JUSTICE HAD ASKED 
SPONSORS WHETHER PROF LAM WAS THAT SAME MAN, AND THAT SPONSORS 
HAD REPLIED THAT THE ONLY THING THEY KNEW ABOUT LAM WAS 
THAT HE WAS PROFESSOR. OFFICIAL THEN REMARKED THAT LAM 
AND HA COULD BE CONSIDERED AS " PRIVATE CITIZENS, DOMICILED IN 
HANOI, CARRYING DRV PASSPORTS". 

3. OFFICIAL SAID GOJ NOW HAS APPLICATION UNDER " CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION" AND THAT, BECAUSE APPLICANTS WISH VISIT 
JAPAN IN EARLY JUNE, DECISION WOULD PROBABLY BE MADE NEXT 
WEEK. EMBOFF REMINDED OFFICIAL, WITH WHOM US POSITION ON 
PRG HAS BEEN DISCUSSED SEVERAL TIMES, THAT USG WOULD BE MOST 
INTERESTED IN GOJ' S DECISION. 

4. VIETNAMESE EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED APPOINTMENT WITH FONOFF 
FIRST SEA DIVISION CHIEF, MIYAKE, MAY 24 TO INQUIRE ABOUT 
FACTS AND PRESENT VIEWS. VIETNAMESE EMBOFF SAID HE BELIEVES 
THAT LAM IS PRG AMB TO CHILE AND THAT HONG HA IS ONLY A 

PEN NAME FOR OTHERWISE UNIDENTIFIABLE FIGURE. 
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